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West Rainton & Leamside Parish
		               	
Annual Parish Meeting
The meeting was held via Zoom 
due to Covid 19 restrictions on:
Tuesday 4 May at 6.30 pm

1.  Present

Councillors:  M Boettcher, I Haddick, Cllr Wallage

3 members of the public 

M Ramshaw – Parish Clerk (Minute Taker)

2.  Chairman’s welcome and introductions

Cllr Haddick welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made. 

3.  Chair of the Parish Council to present the 2020/21 Annual Report of the Parish Council

Cllr Haddick referred those present to the Annual Report which had been previously circulated.

Cllr Haddick went through the Report and highlighted some areas which included the cemetery improvements, the issue of Grants to some organisations, the purchase of new planters and the future of Jubilee Hall which the Parish Council had been looking at throughout the year.

Cllr Haddick advised the Parish Council had set aside £10000.00 for a Village Improvement Plan.  This would be earmarked funding for improvements identified throughout the Parish.

Cllr Haddick informed those present that at the election there had only been three people stand for the position of Parish Councillor which left 6 vacancies.

The issue of dog fouling was discussed and Cllr Haddick advised that the Parish Council was having posters and stickers produced to try and highlight the problem and hopefully improve the situation.


4.  Public Participation - parishioners to raise any matters of concern relating to their local community 

· A member of the public asked if the £5000 for the Youth Service was still available.  Cllr Haddick advised it was and it could be applied for in the future.
· A member of the public enquired as to what the Local Council Award Scheme is.  He was advised that it is an award that Parish Councils can apply for.  There is a set criteria and checklist.  An external assessment is carried out regarding the effectiveness and governance arrangements.  The first level would be the Foundation level award.
· A member of the public asked whether additional support could be given by DCC for things that needed doing around the Village.  Cllr Wallage advised that DCC Find it and Fix it Team had done some work and that the Parish Council had given some further suggestions.  Cllr Wallage advised those present that anyone can refer issues to DCC direct.
· A member of the public asked for the Parish Councils views on social media.  Cllr Haddick advised that the idea of a Facebook page had been discussed by the Parish Council.  Some concerns around the resources required for the upkeep of the page had been discussed.
· A member of the public enquired how Projects for the Parish Council will be decided and whether peoples views will be sought.  Cllr Haddick advised that previously feedback has been received through articles in the Village News and that moving forward he anticipated that there would be some form of consultation.  The use of survey monkey was discussed for online surveys.
Cllr Wallage advised that the Parish Council was looking to take a longer-term approach by setting some money aside each year for improvements.  S106 monies would also become available from the Benridge Bank development.
· Parish Council was asked if a notice could be displayed on the noticeboards regarding the defibrillator.  Cllr Haddick advised that they could be put up.
· A member of the public enquired how the S106 monies are distributed and could they be allocated to another ward.  Cllr Wallage advised that the monies are held by DCC and there is an application process.

There were no further questions and Cllr Haddick thanked everyone for their attendance and input and then closed the meeting.



Signed:  ……………………………………………………………  Date: ……….…………….

West Rainton & Leamside Parish Council Chairman

